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attachment 1o their land, their internal organization and  ened to unionize — 50 the Segerstroms turned to lima bean

old-world lifestyle. m’lﬂ'llzi:%exml.lmn still faced their share of i
In 1882, 28-year-old Carl John (CJ.) Segerstrom, his - dm!ingu:phgwﬂhwntmﬂmruﬁlﬁy' ' the.
wife, Bertha, and their three children left Sweden and, °  banks of the undammed Santa Ana mmwm 0

after a stormy two-week voyage across the Atlantic, sel-  sisted, however, and became at cultivating

tled in Chicago. N beans; 50 gxpert, in fact, that by 1956 they were the nation's
For 16 years the troms' growing family lived in independent producers of lima beans,” -
parts of the Midwest. For 13 of those years, C.J. was a rail- in most of C.J. and Bertha's children
road worker in St. Paul. stayed on or near the farm to contribute to the family
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is now part of Costa Mesa. another would,"” he recalled. -

By then the last child (their 11th), Harold Always the family’s overriding ambition was to exploit
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THE SEGERSTROM FAMILY

‘Cor dzued from 3rd Page
Charles, and his uncle, Erich — Hal and Henry's brothers.
Charies and Erich, C.J.'s eldest sons, lefl the farm as
'hs to seek their own fortuncs. Eventually they estab-
households in Sonora, Calif.
.~ William eaid the two brothers in Sonora were quite
Jwealthy in those years. They made their mark in
ind the title insurance business and owned hotels in San
Francisco. But, most importantly, Charles struck it rich in
gold and mining. His tungsten mine in Nevada
s once the largest in the nation,
# William recalled that whenever his Orange County rela-
Aives telephoned his father to tell him about a farm for sale,
‘his father always had ane word of advice: “Buy,”
: He algo said his father and uncle sent to the family

‘the Segerstrom family history. They are not, however,
partners in the C.J. Segerstrom & Sons partnership,

ther (C.J. and Bertha's only married daughter), who once
cliimed that they falled to receive their rightfol inheri-
lance in the property accumulated by C.I. rom &

Sons,
“The dispute erupted in 1964, they say, after the deaths of
Henry's father, Anton, and his spinster aunt, Ann.
. According to court records, Ruth, Harold Sr. and Henry
filed a lawsult in Orange County Superior
Court to contest claims that anyone but members of the
) owned title to the Orange County holdings,
+ Named a6 defendants In the suit were 11 grandsons and
anddaughters of C.J. and Bertha m and their
scattered from Villa Park to Sonora to La Jolla to
.Bakerafield.
" The rebuffed relatives then countersued, arguing thal
=they automatically inherited an ownership interest in the
property the estate of their , Bertha,
who had died without a will.
Ultimately the family settled its feud without a trial, al-
i]h%f some bitterness still lingers.
& Parker, an attorney and husband of Marilyn Parker,
+ Esther's daughter, recently said that the Se part-
“nership agreed to distribute $832,500 to his wife, his wife's
hmmermdtheheilma[cm%md Eri:;limmndiﬁun
thal they their claims, They agre
The setﬂtmam nt !n{igfh}e descendants of only two of C.I.
and Bertha's 11 children — Harold Jr. and Anton — as part
of C.1. Segerstrom & Sons,
Originally, the partnership, formed by all the male
Segerstroms on the Orange County farm, consisted of C.J.
- and his sons — Anton, Harold Sr., and Will. The latter
%\wo lived on the farm and remained bachelors. Anton and
.’ahl-lnr:-gld raised families in Santa Ana and commuted to the.
e e it i e b
: of the idday meals were
—and thefuwufuﬁi daughters who never married: Clara,
+-Ann, Emma Christine (Christine) and Ida. -
% Over the iam, the size of the family behind the C.J.
£ Segerstrom & Sons partnership has been greally reduced
by death, then partially replenished by the arrival of new
« penerations,
25 Today, in addition to the three partners, there is Gene
v Moriarly, husband of Henry’s sister, Ruth Ann. He man-
vuges the family's Mesa Verde Shopping Center in Costa
* Mesa and Segerstrom Center, six acres of office, bank and
i department store buildings and parking lots the Seger-
£ ptroms own at 10th and Main Sts, in Santa Ana.
%~ In preparation for the takeover by the next generation of
“Begerstroms, Hal's son, Ted, and Henry's son, Toren, and
':-:i.lgn-ln-hw, Davig Grant, already have become active in
»1he panmhm’s 15iness .
¥ Twenty-four-year~old Toren Segerstrom, unlike his fa-
£ her and uncle, readily agreed 1o an interview, in which he
© gaid that the partnership nowadays is broadening its focus
“ngst the financial belterment of the family to include the
+ welfage of the community that Segerstrom development ia
wieining to creale, .
- % He gald that the muai¢ center donstion is evidence of the
lamily's newly awakened community awarenesa.)
{.. He explained it wasdifficult for the older-generation of
“Bogerstroms to realize m*i nolonger lived In the country,
¥ Admittediy influenced by Lhe social movements of the
tearly “70s, Toren said he di md%ﬁw
Sseveral years in a commume in n. He later to
;ﬁmmmemmﬂypa:mmh!p.hemjd,mmeldmlﬂ
unmmpmuuu;.m i,upart.ici ating in the devel L of
v i n I velopmenl 6f a
“70-10-100-acre industrial Fk on Harbor Blvd in Cosla
Mesa, a joint venture with N Development Co., a
composed of well-regarded former Irvine Co. execu-
“tives, “Mostly, I'm learning from the best,” he said.
si Toren, who says he is not much interested in
fﬁ;mm.drwua "71 Datsun pickup truck and Hves ina
“ame on Balboa Peninsula, where he raises his own
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Hal's son, Ted, and Henry's son, Toren, and
‘\km in-law, David Grant, alreud;.' have become active in
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Twenty-four-year-old Toren Sﬂg&rﬂlm unlike his fa-
rand uncle, readily agreed to an interview, in which he
i umthnpnrtnmhlp nowadays {5 broadening its focus
5t the financial betterment of the family to include the
of the community that Segerstrom development is
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#4The family has gotten where it is today, he said, by hard
“work and reinvestment,’ %mmg business and the family
sibove personal pleasures. He said Henry works seven days
“a week and, unlike other executives, doesn't tennis or
MMHMTMWM reason Henry drives a rather
i# Lo show polential investors and tenants
minn un-nnd-mming eommunity, Toren

Turm.whulalmhaw ‘born to be a farmer,” said he
mdutherfmdlymmbemﬁnd:t to turn over more
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RARE PUBLIC APPEARANCE — The announce-
ment of erstroms’ $5 million gift of land
foran music center brought them
into the limelight last spring. From left are Haorold
Jr., Jomes K, atsu, chairman of the music
center boaord,

enry and his ’““““’f.,ﬂ““‘h

SEGERSTROMS

Continued from 4th Page

ﬂ;namtinﬂﬂWHHmaﬂm?Meinmiqmm
men
But be also emphasized that along the way Henry and
the others have made some mistakes they prefer not to
gwjillupm"Il'amtﬂkewepuuﬂhwhmdl,hl."he
Toren said the family’s tesk is to set an example for other
devel in the county, an increasing number of whom,
ik e s mh&‘v?mm“ A
ate Lyle or may not a8 an
nﬁsa]nﬁnrngthalanﬂ.t 't be T
ince menl| pressures can siopped, Toren
mmmerm%?mmumdm “Whether to build
> m'lrhqufaur?mw the present predicament ell
o large X L — a5 well a5
J;he:mm-ﬁmsammmmﬂymummmm
ue
Z In the mid-1950s, the overflowing population of Los An-
Oﬂﬂmmmmmmfmdmw&mnw
L'Jun.- thafdzvm g i
9 Aﬁmlhmﬁmf.the&gms*hndhﬂdingshﬂwem
- Sunflower Ave, and what is now the San Diego Freeway
thetnmemhuﬂedinmmmﬂmhaﬂehntwncm
ﬂ:HmmSam@nﬁ il Connt Tt 5
Orange Coun unicipal Donald Dungan,
L1! who was then Costa Mesa's city attorney, sald Santa Ana
LL forced a showdown when it atlempted 1o annex the land
1] between it and Costa Mesa without notifying the Seger-

Costa Mesa successfully blocked Santa Ana's attempt in
0 court, e said, and initioted an annexauon of ik2 own, which
o succeeded because of the Segeratroms' support.

v In retrospect, Santa Ana's annexation proposal is re-
¢ villed as a belated effort to sever an alliance already form-

(_ ingbetween the Segerstroms and Costa Mesa.

C While Santa Ana officials had procrastineted abaut
absorbing the Segerstrom property, Costa Mesa had lunged
at Lthe opportunity.

Dungan

rated in 1 mndtyufnnirsianuammﬂw.m
depended upon expansion for its economic surviv
AS an area devoid of industry and full of retirees on
Social Security, Costa Mesa started its existence short of
both municipal services and the cash (o pay for them. As-
sesement districts had to be created Lo finanece sireot pav-
ing, drains and sewers.
Bob Unger, then Costa Mesa's city manager, sald that
Thiﬂlﬁ“hmr needed then was commercial development lo
ng
T However, the Serersiroms resisted annexation. he said.
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unty music center brought them ¢

for an Orange

into the limelight last 5pr|ng From left are Harold

Jr., James K.
center board. H&ru-r and his mother, Ruth.
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SEGERSTROMS

Continued from 4th Page
hnl.menﬁu'wmd?ﬁrl] as a first venture into industrial

du

ulmemp]mizedthnalonglhewayﬂuurym
lhenlhmhlvammdesmne mistakes they prefer not to
ﬂfw%‘ummﬂmmumﬂam%e

Toren said the family’s task is to set an example for other
developers in the county, an number of whom,
e gy by ooty e i i
ate or may Ve 85 an
N s vepent ' be stopped,

ment pressures can' aren
gaid, the family has only one decision: “Whether to build
with quality or not."

To & large , the present predicament — as well a8
;hekwualth— the Segerstrom family can be atiributed to
uek.

In the mid-1850s, the overflowing population of Los An-
g:lﬁpmnﬂnﬂluhnmtme!mmnime County

gursmma. whose proputy happened to lie ty in

Aﬁut that time, the Sagemtwms'h&nd between
Sunﬂnwer.kmmdwhatiamm&nmmFMwar
became embroiled in an annexstion battle between Costa
Mmmdﬂanmm Sodge
whnwulhm Mesa's cily atlorney, said Santa Ana
forced a showdown when it attempted 1o annex the land
between it and Costa Mesa without notifying the Seger-

stroms.

* Costa Mesa successfully blocked Santa Ana's attem
- court, he said, and iniliated an annexation of its own, w

succeeded because of the Segerstroms’ support.

In retrospect, Santa Ana's annexation proposal is re-
called as a belated effort to sever an alllance already form-
%mnﬂuﬂaguﬁwuﬂﬂmlnﬂm

e Santa Ana officials hnd&lmmt:d aboul
Mesa had lunged

at the opportunity.
Dungan mntﬂmunm,whmhmm .
rated in 1 auunilynfmﬂrﬁxﬂqum'emﬂes \

depended upon expansion for its economie survi

Mmm&mﬂuf industry and tullofretu'eesun
Soclal Security, Costa Mesa started its existence short of
bioth municipal services and the cash to pay for them. As-
sesament distriets had to be created to finance street pav-

drains and sewers,
Unger, then Costa Mesa's city manager, sald that
mhnl. mlhﬂ; city needed then was commercial development to

i

However, the Segersiroms resisted annexation, he said,
because they didn't want ¢ity property taxes (o be levied an
Lheir farmland.

In respanse, Costa Mesa devised a unique solution that
Alvin Pinlcley, the city’s mayor during that period, relates
mﬂmﬁﬁmﬂuﬁm ith them (the Segerstroms)

“We 8 with them
that the city manager of Santa Ana, Carl Thornton, never
recovered from," said. “In fact, he wouldn't speak
mﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂ oo e:plumi:i?' 3 parti Cos

was H ¥ some cipants, Costa
Mesa agreed to reimburse the Segerstroms for the city por-
tion of the property taxes they would pay on their unde-
veloped holdings. Once the land was developed, however, il
wihi 1o be no longer eligible for x rebates,

In return, the city scquired the right to draw water from
wells on the Segerstroms’ land whenever necessary — o
prerogative that has never been exercised, according (o the
present Costa Mesa ity manager, Fred Sorsabal,

Thornton, now retired after serving 21 years as Santa
Ana's cily manager, sald he always considered Cosla
Mesa's deal with the Segerstroms to be highly question-
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o

—or, for more prompt action call us now for a
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Orange County 120 Newpaort Cir. Dr.
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THE SEGERSTROM FAMILY

Whumm
teated in court.

Sorsabal said in an interview that his ! tacs
tics may have but that no
one can dispute the resulting benefits to the city.

&mm muﬂﬂamm mw:upum

seeking a
h perimeter

they were considering other land besides the
He zaid the city also &km.audghhur
.ﬂﬁemmm&dlﬂk@ﬂmimﬂﬂw
When th heard of Costa Mesa's tia-
tions with 3 sahl.lhﬂmdemnhurmnwn

himdwmmarﬂmltr Devel-

taited plans for a mall,

En%rmﬂthhth&mmhehehﬂdpﬁﬂmdadthe
vhinnnrﬂlahwnru {now Calirans) to refoute the
Ban Diego Freewuy f[ariher

| south to funmel
mmmmmnmm thot in the

argued
the new route would save the emjense of building
ﬁmmmmmmm
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675-7981 ‘
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BENG THIS COUPON M FOR A msmnrﬂwoﬂumm . 67

3415 NEWPORT BLVD,
JUST BELOW PACIFIC COAST HWY. .




THE SEGERSTROM FAMILY

Continued from 6ih Page

The mall's economic feastbility hinged entirely an the
local freeway system, much of it then only on , which
wia expected to place hundreds of thousunds of potential

within a 30-minute drive of Costa Mesa.

Unger recalled the difficully of eonvinemng retailers that
a regional shopping mall could survive in an area sur-
rounded by bean fields and two-lane roads.

“] bet 15 years ago nobody would have given South Coast
Plaza a nickel of a chance,” said Tom Wolff, a partner in
Newport Development Co. and formerly the Irvine Co.'s
vice president of land development. T the

Lwasanattufmtrmkmﬂ ight, Wallf said.
rsuade the May Co, and Sears to anchor the first
phmnflhemaﬂaﬂwalupmmﬂmfamﬂymmmﬂrm
the land on which to build for $1, Never again would a store

have the epportunity to buy land at the mall at any price

Over the years, the mall has been developing
remarkably close 1o the original bluegrint. So far it boasis
175 stores and restaurants, The d ent stores include,
besides Sears and the May Co., Buliock's, 1. Magnin, Nord-
strom and Joseph Magnin, A Saks Fifth Avenue store is
scheduled to open in November,

Plang are going forward to build yet another department
amre, pnsaihl:.r The Broadway, combined with underground

&lmps. an office bullding — all 1o be linked
0 Center by a pedestrian bridge over Bristol St

u every siage, the Segerstroms have added their per-
oy deeply involved in everything that

“They are volved in ev ' goes on,
right down Lo the green or red roof,” said the South Coast
Plazu manager, Skip Stephenson,

Stephenson said the family has declined business oppor-
Lunities cutside of Orange County, opting instead W con-
-centrale on South Coast Plaga. “They have chosen lo do
one thing well," he sald.

m:u]fgm challenge has been to develop a wing ol
high-fashion 1 dnd specialty

mruufmum fm.lud on Filth Ave, in New York and

Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills

Again, ilwatumd&dnrh&yunmmglnﬂrmsa
County, where the discriminating
driving to Los Angeles or doing their shopping on vacation

trips,

Again, the Segerstroms were determined. Henry espe-
clally made it Ius buziness to become a connoisseur of high-
fashion , Visiting fine shops throughout the
United States and Ewupe:. Oiten, when Henry saw a slore
he liked, hewauldgwethenam to his secretary for filing
as a future prospect.

Stephenson, & young Stanford business school graduate
("] guesa I'm a clone of Henry's,” he jeats), recalled that he
was originally hired to help Henry sell muhestatnmm
coming Lo the mall,

It was a job, he said, that required extreme politeness,
patience. and persevirance, since the first responss usually
was "no.”

‘But, he said, eventually retailers were swayed by sheer
fepel.iuun. He kept on telling them, “Orange County's got
the bucks.”

The recruiting of stores to what the family called “the
Jewel Court,” however, consumed years. Times were espe-
clally rough in 1974 and *75, when a recession caught the
family with a large inventory of empty mall space.

Toren Segerstrom recalled that instead of waiting for
slores W apply, his father went to Paris and bougzht a Cour-
roges franchise for the mall It succeeded, and since then

Henry Segerstrom also has acquired a Halston store

—

rich were accustomed to -

Gradually, the mall collected a gallery of smaller fine

sha exquisite enough, for example, o the minds

officials, who 10 years ago flatly refused Henry's
‘“ﬂ““““ﬂ%“’mm% ter Swed

enry ¥ troms, anolher -

igh family, into opening a department store at South Coast
Plaza. Previgusly, Nordstrom stores were found exclu-

aively in the Northwest. John Nordstrom, cochairman of
the family firm, gaid the deal took four years (o negotiate,

To attraet the finer stores Lo the mall, the Segerstroms in
gome cases offered incentives, such as paying construction

Ithumkenﬂmugarmdlhnmmnham

mhuildanhmmle.pmwbemwmeym&mwnma ;

reglon.
all ateounts, however, South Coast Plaza Mall js a
success slory. It outdrawe even Disneyland, claiming about

l'émﬂuonvmtururw,ﬁuﬁmthmﬁmmnumm
park's 10 million.
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DOWN ON THE FARM —Family portrait taken
about 1972in a bean field shows, front row from
left, Jeanette and husband Harold Jr., Vera ond
husbond Harold S5r., Ruth, Henry aond wile
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Yvonne. In back row from laft are Sandy, Susa
Jeanie, Ted, Sally, Richard, Ruth Ann, Donald,
Teren, Anton, David and Andrea. Pheto op-
peared in a Forfune mdgazine advertisement.

THE SEGERSTROM FAMILY

Cantinued from Tih Page
So strong 15 the mall's magnetism that 14% of its shop-
pernmmsemir_nq';au}:';iuﬂ_ puun%mmirmnns{a.r
away as San Diego and Palm Wils even
hi%fbe!mthegmﬂmmw ol

mill has been Youred, measured and analyzed by
a::hneclsmm 5, developers and contraclors, who seek 1o dupli-
The '_s'_ tation was the Segerstroms’ trump card
in ' r?mmwmaﬁgiuﬂﬂumu.aﬁmum
asually manages hotels in major citiez, to operats a hotel
ms?ampa'umlnpmmdhmh_u of South
Coast Plaza. e

One Western International execotive recalled that the
first time he saw the towering 400-room South Coast Plaza
Hotel in the midst of bean fields, he swore with rage. No
ong In his right mind would put a hotel in such an un-
favarable Jocation, he reasoned,

But the hotel mansgers agreed to operate the hotel on a

.long-ierm lease, e said, beciuse the mall had proved the
Segersiroms were “successiul people and people of vision.”

The hotel i doing well, although it struggled for two
years. Western International and the hotel's owners, the
Segerstroms and Connceticut General Life Insurance Co,,

now are studying the feasibility of a 200-room expansion.

Superconductivity of
Electricity Under Study

FULLERTON — Cal State Fullerton physiclst Alan B.
Sweedler 1 lavestigating whal makes metali s0 conductive
of tlectrieity 5l extreme low tempéralires.

The phenamenon 1s knowin as fugerconductivity.

Sweedler, an aasooiale professor of physics, said that gt
minus 450 degrees Fahrenheit all the electric power re-

uired for the city of New York could be transmitied
o cable d few inches in diameter.

Achieving thal temperature — five times eolder than at
Secteinity

the Artic — for

feasible. ! .

. Bul Sweedler is using a $12,000 grant from the Research

« Corp. Lo study factors that affect superconductivity —
infarmation (ut mipht be wseful in developing materials
that would supercondict at higher lemperatures.

His theory is the amount of defects ln the chemieal
strueture of metals is a fuctor in supereonductivity.

Some busimessmen charge they have been injured by the
Sogersiroms’ overzealous salesimanship,

“['he comp!aints come from the South Coast Plaza Village,
a Séperstram shopping cenler \hat contrasts sharply with
Lhe mall in its failore to live up Lo expeetations.

Three years after the 1573 epening of the Village, which
i5 just acroas Sunflower Ave. {rom the mall, 20 of its then
current and former tenants filed lawsuits demanding $35
million in dumages from (e Segerstroms,

The tenunts contendad thal belore the Village was budll,
Lhe Segerstroms, through their leasing agents, made glow =
ing promizes thal never were fullilled.

Theey charged that becsuse the promised shopper attrac-
tions were lacking, the Village often scemed 10 be a ghost
wown and merchaits went broke. Few of the original ten.
antsremain,

“Abott 70% of those who carne here logt their shirts,"
recenily dectared ope teaant, who asked not to be named,

At one paintthe Orange Counly district attorney's effice
investigated the matter bat did not file any charges involv-
ing misleading advertising and unfair business praclices
after C.J. Segerstrom & Sons agreed (o pay 3 $20,000 eivil
penalty.

In the scitlement, the Segerstroms also agreed to take a
number of stepg — ineluding spending $25.000 in pdvertis-
ing — to promote the Village, 2\

Segerstrom afficials insist that all along their intentions
have beett good. Mareover, they paint out thal business at
the Village Is Improving and say there s & new marketing

to highlight jis restaurants and other food cutiets,

Al this, htwever, does not mollify former Wenants who
suy they have been ignored.

While some of those who filed lawswts have settled with
the Segiratrarns, othens are bent upon taking the publicity -
l.l'l% landlorda ta court,

tment toward the Segerslroms can also be de-
tected some Sants Ava cliiciuls, who Complain thal
Henry aud Hal, whose families live in Santa Ana, bave
fim&mcsﬁ“ e “Wmm'“m the loss of South
(3 Anans, still i of Sou
Coast Plaza, took further umbrage when the Segerstroms
made land donations in the plazs for the Souih Coust

“ha of a music center within iis borders. :
Ana's mayor, Jim Ward, said he understood .

But
the Segerstroms’ desire to locate cullural facilities In the
E&?"Wmm will increase the value of the Segerstrom:

*“Icitn’t be upset with Heniry,” besald. “That's business,”
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sciences depariment at Ll
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Each Mars year — le
- 15 aboul a8 long as two
Lwo years (o finish his

He is team lesder of a Vik
that analyzes data from the
the surface of Mars,

One et down in July, 1071
1976, They were expecled
but boih sull are sending sige
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